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TREACHERY THEORY GROWING.

From the first announcements of the de-
siruction of the Maine, popular sontiment
in this country leaned heavily and appre-
hensively to the theory of design rather
than accident. 1t wuas but natural, as it
was discreet, for the administration to dis-
credit the iden of treachery on the part of
the Bpaniards until there should be =uf-
ficient evidence to prove practically the er-
ro= of this position. It now ewvident,
however, that «ven In official cireies the
probabllity of an adverse finding by the
court of Inquiry was =0 obvious that every
consistent precaution againet an untimely
demaunstration wag tuken. Quiet but ener-
gotle preparations were begun and  have
tince been Kept up 1o meet any possible
cmergency thiatl may arise from the Havana
disaster,

While it Is true that there e now little
prolability that the explosion will be shown
to have resulted from accident, the possi-
bility of rsuch o verdict i= nol lost sight of,
and the public may take it for granted that
thers will e no hostile utterance or move-
ment on the purt of the administration until
the verdict of the court is recelved.

The encoutaging aspect of she ‘situntion
i% the popular and official bellef that, even
if it be shown that the Mailne was de-
siroyed by design, the Spanish government
had no knowledge of, much less an active
part in, the diabolical work.

It this belief prove to he well founded,
wur will be nelther necessary nor inevitable,
While Spain will be liable for indemnity,
the demand for such indemnity, under or-
dinary circumstances, would not form &
cusus belll. But with the extraordinary con-
ditions that exlst at present &nd the straine
ed relations between the two countries, it is
doubtful whether a peaceable adjustment of
8o lurge and aggravating a claim could be
miide.

While the situation I8 unquestionably
grave, it i3 reassuring 10 nole the active
preparations that are being made-for & pos-
kiblo conflict, the superb polse of the ad-
ministration,s and the* spontunecous and
hearty popular support tHat is being given
the president and his cabinet,

KANSAN CITY'S CRYING NEED.

Tt is hard to settle down to the conclu-
sion that Xansas Clty must worry along
for an indefinite number of years without
a respeciable union rallway station. The
railroad lines Interested In the old barn
which is at present advertising the fact
that this ecity i without a station cer-
tuinly cannot be Indifferent to the urgent
needs of our people in this matter. Other
cities have been properly provided for and
thers s no reason on God's green earth
why Kansaus City should be treated Jless
fairly. These companies are Interested,
with all other companles whose lines touch
here, in the growth and progress and repu-
tation of Kunsas City as a flourishing
Western metropolls, and they cannot but
share in our dissatisfaction and mortifi-
cation over what we have Lo put up with
in lieu of u decent station.

It is true that bullding a bigger and bet-
ter statlon, on the present or some other
site, would require a good deal of labor and
some worry in the matter of adjusting ques-
tions of rights and damnges among the
different companies, but the adjustments
could be satisfactorily mnde. They woere
made nt 8t. Louis, Chlcago and other
cities and they could be made here. It
might be impossible for representatives of
the varlous roads to tuke up each question
and dispose of It to the =atisfaction of all,
but some experienced engineer or other
person In whom all the companles had con-
fdence might be entrusted with the work.
This plan has been pursucd in similar
ca=es coliewhere with good results and it
f= prohably the most feasible and practical
way to do it

This Is i question of so much Interest
to our prople that it will not down. Wa
must hove a union station in keeping with
our rank as a clty at no distant day; it is
simply prepostercus 10 suppose that we
cun go on for another twenty years without
The sooner the raflroads wike up to
duty and the city’s rights in this
the botter it will be for all con-

is

onn,
their
maller
coerned.
LEEDY IN A GOOD CAUSE.,

There have not pecn many times since
the inauguration of Governor Leedy when
his aficial conduct commanded admiration.
Ordinarily he has used his office as a
means for promoting elther his own or his

party's interests—more often his own, He
e done 1 good deal of playing for popu-
lir applanse, instead of acting in a

struightforwand, business-like way for the
slute’'s good. In other words, lie has been
and s more demagopue than statesmon,
1:ut, on the principle that devil
should huave Lis due, It is proper to give
Mr. Lecdy crodit for whatever good lie has
(e wherein e showed
@ praisewerthy purpose and proved him-
self Letter than his wis when he
1ried to gt make a
hit
being
thie next door neighibor to Nebraska, and in

the

done, Instance
party
the legislature to

suitable approprintion for a state exhl

at the Omaha exposition. Kansas,

full sxmpathy with her as an agricultural

community, should by all means contrib.

ute 1o the success of her onterprise., The
trans-Missleippl exporition will be an af-
fair of such Importance, marcover, that

Konsas cannot afford not 1o be well rep-
Oither near and
fur. will have bhulldings and exhibits, and
the visiting world wonld wonder what had
hecome of the boasted Kuansns enterprise
if it were not conspleuously in evidence.
wovernor Lecdy realized afl this and at-

resented there, stutes,

tempted to have the legislature do the
right thing iu the premises, but the Popu-
list majority was too blind or too stupld
to take the necessary action. Kansas,
however. will yet have some representation
ut Omaha, thanks to the state pride and
business sense of her progressive citizens,
who are preparing to raise the funds by
private subscription; and for this final
suecess the governor will also be entitled
t: credit, for he i= glving active encour-
agement to the movement and will co-
operata with it by appointing commission-
€rs 10 canvass the state, That is the sub-
stance of reports coming In from Kuansas,
and they sars probubly trustworthy.

SFANISH-AMERICAN SOCIAL
COURSE.

The =ocial intercourse between the Amer-
fran and Spanish officials mreatly at
variance with popular fecling in the two
countries, or at Jeast with the reports of
public demonstration of such feeling.

In New York the capiain of the Vizraya
Las beren shown amd has gracefuly accept-
ed the rmoest friendly attentions. In Ha-
vana, whers facling is supposcd 10 be most
intenses, thers has been no lack of the cus-
tomary formalities hetween the
representatives of Spain and those of the
United States. Minlster Woodford, in Mad-
rid, hus just given a farewell dinner to
Senor Bernabe, the new minister to the
United States; Premier Sagasta and other
Spanish officlals and the diplomatic corps
being in attendance. Our minister in Spain
moves about witholt protection and thus
{ar has not been molested, and the lag that
Noats over 1he United Btlates embass=y has
not been insulted.

In the face of much that is unmistakably
warlike, and much that is of a doubtful but
uevertheless disturbing character, it is grat-
ying to know thkiat we have ngt yet
reached o point where the personal or ofli-
«lal Intercourse of those who represent the
egtranged nations has been interrupted or
noticeably rufMed.

INTER=-

COUrteaus

REVEAE FROM SPIRITS,

The consumption of spirits In the United

States and in the United Kingdom docs not
materially differ; one ranges a liitle le=s
than a gallon per heud and the other a lit-
tle more than & gullon per head. Nor is
there any material difference in the larger
consumption of Germiiny and ¥rance; but
in Belgium, where the alcoholic beverage is
gin, the consumptlon is about two galions
of proof spirit per hcad, and the consump-
tion in Holland comes very close to that
figure, A difficulty may here be noled in
1o fact that a large proportion of aicohol
i8 used for chemical purpeses. The estl-
mute of the German government is that
one-fifth of the total production of alcohol
i= not used as a beverage, hut this is not,
of course, Included In thelr statistics of
consumption.
. The use which these four principal
countries muake of alcoholie beverages as
a scurce of public revenue is of much in-
tercst. In the United Kingdom the net
revenue in 189 was 349,280,000, and of this
$158,055,000, or 25 per cent, was in dutles
and Internal taxes on liquors. Of this
taxation 17 per cent only was In dutles on
importe. The total met revenue of the
United States in 18% was 21808138, and
the internal revenues and eustoms from
liguors amounted to $120,207. %84, or upward
of 37 per ceft of the whole.

In ¥France, 4n the other hand, the rev-
enues from llquors amount to $102,400,000,
or 19 per cent of the entirs government
inceme. In Germany the revenues from
alccholic products is $57.9%9.0M0, or only 173
per cent of the total Income. If the Ger-
man government should double the faxa-
tion on alcoholic llquors it would not
amount to half the perceniage of the
taxation by congress upon this obfegt, to
suy nothing of the high liquor Weenses of
many of the states and municlpalities.

EDITORIAL NOTES,

Thesa are ceriainly stirring times. Even
the mud in our drinking water Is stirred
up.

¥rom the number of wreck pictures ap-
pearing in the papers the public will soon
have to admit that something happened to
the Masaine.

During his year in jall Zola can think
out a great story on the mockery of jus-
tico aa adminlstered by the Iatter-day
French courts.

If the war department doesn't sirlke a
liveller gait the yellow journals will have
the whole bloody contest fought out before
a shot is fired.

The continued sllence of Hon. William
Jennings Bryan indicates that he Is having
difficulty in tracing the Maine explosion to
the gold standard.

George Washington was all right for his

dav and time, but the country with its
present development and population  rTe-
quires a Billy Mason,

If Governor Leedy would kindly =ay a

few more brave and vigorous words it
would have an encouraging and strengthen-
ing effect on the country.

The failure to convict Forger Turner
gcems to have been due to the fact that
he had a better lawyer than the prosecu-
tion had. He defended himself,

When those congressmen who are invest-
igating the Chicago river get back to Wash-
ington it is thought that the smell of gun-
powder will have no terrors for them.

There has been considerabla talk of peo-
ple “breaking into prison.” but Emile Zola
t# the only man now before the public who
itas deliberately accompiished that feat,

When a confirmed old jingo like Senator
Morgan declines 1o vote for a belligerency
resolutlon Tor fear of precipitating m crisis,
there Is conslderabls dynamite in the ={1-

uation. o

To be comfortable In high Intitudes it is
nocessary for a man to have plenty of
sweels, Perhaps that f= the rea¥on our

girls who go to Klondike have such good
lack In capluring husbands,

The nattonal capital s =afe in any event,
Even if Spanish invaders gshould succeed in

| making their way te Washington they
| wonld find themsslves confronted by Will-

varn B Mason and David A, DeéArmond,

An impuisive and impetuous president of
the boy orater stripe would probably ere
1iis have precipitated the country into war
| without a reasonable provoeatl

The peo-
Ur action In
electing an executive who has a level head
and a healthy nervous system.

| ple hive no cause 10 regret i

Governor Stephens declares positlvely that
he has never doubted “for a moment™ that
| the Malne disaster was due to Spanish
Owing to the exceptional facil-
lites enjoved by Governor Stophens for ob-
tuining accurate information of the disns-

et

trenchery,

amt on account of his ripe experience
in naval matters and his great famillarity

with the Spanish people and their charac-
teristics;, this opinfon carries, or will carry,
or might, could, would or should carry.
tremendous weight. Official  elrcles at
Washington and fn Madrld have not been
so stirred for a long time ns when the dis-
patch containing Governor Stephens' fate-
ful words was read and passed around.

MISSOURTI POINTS.

The first stata eonvention to be held in
Alissouri this year is likely 1o be a “dry”
affair. It is to be n gathering of the Pro-
hibitlonists, at Moberly, May &

= a8

The Republicans of the town of Louisi-
ana, with characteristic appreciation of &
good thing. hive decided to huve Treasurer
Purse hold the municipal funds for another

term.
LI

Aud now some of the papers tight In her
own congressional district have hegun 1o
speak of the erstwhile “queen’ as “Edith™
Whitney! Such is fame on the Crawford
cirenit.

- Ll -

(*arthage loots at the §t. Louiz offer of
1.0 men, about one to ¥ of populition, 1o
battle for Cuban liberty and the honor of
Uncle S8um, wml declares a willingness 1o
beat that ratio three or (our times over.

L

A previous appointec in that congression-
gl distriet havinz failed 1o pass the re-
quired examination. Willilam Bcott, a Grun-
4y county yvoung man, and a nephew of Mr,
T. N. Witten, has been named for a West

Point cadetship.
R

Thot arti=tic fob of hide peeling so =uc. g
eessfully enzaged in by Mayvor Bud Has-
tain, of Seduliv, 1 week or two #go, scems
to have “struck in” on him. He has been
contined to the house with inflummatory
rheumutism ever since. -

- @ -

Judige Brace is pow the presiding justice
In divicion No. 1 of the supreme eourt,
Juildge Robinson, the Republican member,
to whom by resson of senfority the honor
belonged, having announced that il health
would preclude his acceptance of it

. & =

Frank Schmidt, one of the crew of the
waurshin Montgomery, the vessel that has
been mentloned as likely to take the place
of the Madne st Havana, §s a natve of
Lexington, and has a brother who s now
i business there. Mr. Schmidt has been i
sallor twenty years.

- .

L]

Two “Gypsy sisters.” who exploit thems-
gelves in their adveriisements “mas-
tors” of their profession, e tarrying tem-
porarily in Chillicothe, and announce their
willingness to supply the missing name in
the local postmastership contest for the
small sum of 25 cent=.

Commenting on the fuct that there is to
be no investigation of  the Sedalin First Na-
tional bank fujlure, the Sedulin Demoerat
observes: ““I'his failure will go down in
history as one of the most remarkable cver
known. The bank wus looted, the deposi-
tors’ and stockholders’ money disappeared,
anid yet nobody has ever been punished.”

» -

The money that is being Invested in the
lead nnd zine mining district of Southwest
Missour! and Southeast Kansas will, us the
Joplin Merald truthfully declures, give bet-
ter returns than u majority of the invest-
ment In Alaska schemes, and the investors
cun take a look at their property without
crnasing the contlnent and braving the ter-

rors of an Arctic climate to do |t.
L

Farmer Grand Master Sovereign, of the
Knlghts of Labor, hus bought i half inter-
est in the Silver Review, a Carthage 16 to
1 weckly paper. and s to become Its asso-
cliate editor. Inasmuch as he recently has
been elected grand chief of the Mohuwks, a
frea silver organization, the belief prevails
In Cathage that the paper 15 to he made
{ts organ, and that the former labor leader
will attempt to break into politles,

M

While admitting its sympathy with Con<
gressman Benton, who = quarantined on
account of the {liness of his children, the
St. Joe Herald suggesis that there are
times when the public is Inclined to wish
similar restriction, aside from the misfor-
tune to the little ones, might be placed on
some of his colleagues. 1t [s understood,
however, that this is not necessarily ex-
pected to be taken as in any way personal
by Orators Clark and DeArmond.

L

A. M. Payne and two or three others kept
the local rubbernecks in Carthage busy
Wednesday and had many a good laugh nt
their expense, “Have yvou seen that plece
of the Malne that is on exhibition here?”
was the questlon put, and in nearly every
case the negative answer was followed
by indications of a thirst for further in-
formation. which was oniy satistied when
*the Missouri victim had been *shown™ a
section or two of the new S-inch water
main that was being put in on a prominent
corner.

. " L

To Mr. George W. Cranmer, & venerible
and respected resident of Livingston coun-
ty, the Znd day of February is an anni-
versary of speclal significince, being that
not only of the birth of the Father of His
Country, the date of the battle of Buena
Vista, in which Mr. Cranmer was a par-
ticipant, but the anniversary of his own
blrthday as well. Should he reach the next
mllestone, which will be the 73th, it Is the
contemplated purpese of his Livingston
county friends to make the occusion the

most memorable in his career.
LI

Mexican Veteran Edwin Griffin, of South-
west Missouri, who was one of the attend-
anis at the annual reunlon In Jasper on
Washington's birthday., represented not
only himseslf, but ten stalwart sons, rang-
ing in age from 47 down to 21, avery one of
whom is ready for duty, the gailant old
hero declares, as was their father In his
day, in malntaining the honor of their flng.
Fesides the ten boys, AMr. Griffin numbers
thirty-five grandchildren and five great-
grandehildren among his descendants, a
showing of which he is pardonably proud.

- -

“What Happened to Jones'” isn't a mark-
er to the “Disasters of the Davises' as il-
lustrated in the following “‘zingular coinci-
denee” story 1old by Missouri Pacific De-
tective Cunningham the other dav to a Ne-
vada Mall reporter: “Leonard Davis is sus-
pected of having burned o car for us at
Wales, and (= now In jall here charged with
the offenyge. During his preliminary hearing
the principal witness aguainst him was
named Davis, o farmer out near Wales,
and Fred Davis defended Leonard Davis at
the time. A short time afterward one of
our curs was robbed In the vards here and
wa are satisfled Frad Duvis did the robbing.
In fuct, we cnught him in one of aur cars
n few nights nfterward and bave him in
juil. The night the car was robbed some
candy was stolen, which belonged to J. S,
Diavi=, the Nevada baker, and some choew-
ing gum was stolen, which belonged to
Dhavis & Son, of Montevallo, Now, Fred
Duvis is to be tried efore Judge . T,
Lravi=, of this ¢lty. There are five Davis
families mixed up in the roblbery and trial
af these cases, none of whom s related. It
i2 o mixing of the Davis family such as [
never saw hefore and never expect to sce
again in a hfcllme;".

“Thore be other men who possess some of
the greatnesses essentinl o Popocratic
lendership, but mo man of them all de-
serves to be mentioned the same day with
Pour own  Billstone,” declares the Mary-
b wille Tribune. “He s In & elaszs all to his
lone, great self. Genlus he hath—genius in
overplu=—nnd when hiz superiority 1o all
othr men lveomes Known, as known it |
must will Popocracy™s €0 (o0 |
mouths will enll Lim chiof and proclaim (o
all the rest of the worbl: ‘This is the
man.” Popocricy will lose nothing by pluck-
ing the crown of lemilership from Willinm
Jennings Bryan and pressing it down upon
e amphr brow of Missouri’s great and
multi-gitted son. Iu whatzoever things the
young Nebraskin s great, Missourl's
friend of tho oppress nnd  downtrodden
is grentest. Stone is the statesman superla-
tive of the party of immaculate, white
muoney, At all paints he out-Bryans Bryan.
O Bim the gods bestowed the gift of inter-
milnable speech; he bath w volee musical

el s,

as g Apollo’s lute, and 4 something in his

countenance which we would fain call mas-
ter. In the practice of the arts of dema-
gogy—without which no man would have
the temerity to stand forth as the champion
of the masses of the common people—he is
the acknowledged supreme chanceilor of
the world, Given a pass he can ride full
s muny miles as Willile Bryan, and no
min could extract more rapture in chasing
an octopus to its lair. He could vanquish
the money powers of Will and Lombard
sireets as often as they dare meel him on
the bloody sands, and if given the sword
of command he would cut down every goid
standard, though they be as plentiful as
telezraph poles. His words are as mean-
ingless and as far-resounding as those of
Willie Bryvan's! he can weep as coplously
over the sufferings of the plain people and
SOrTOW a8 Ereit gozes from every pore of
Lis belng when he bethinks him that the
tich are getting richer and the poor poorer
—which i3 a lte, Though hls metaphors
get a llttle mixed at times, yet it must be
remembered that e Jdoes not steal them—
he mukes them himself, and his lapguage
Is sufficlently flumboyunt to sct the world
on fire. The Tribune desires o plave in
nomination for the office of president on
the Popocratie ypicket. the Hon. Willlam
Jarberwock Stone, of Missouri.”

Arbltration for Railronds.
From the Washington Post.

The Kansas ity Journal mukes some
pointed comments on a report from this
city that the genate committee on educa-
tion and labor has decided by a unanimous
voie to report favorably the bill recently
Introduced in the senate by Senntor Iiyle,
providing for the arbitration of raiiroad
strikes by a loard of arbitrators to be
chosen by the strikers and the interstate
commerve commission.

Our Kansas City contemporary hopes. for
the credit of the committes, that no such
action has been taken. It says that the
fundamental principle of arbitration is that
the interests of hoth parties affected shall
be equally protected, wnd to thiz end that
elther Loth partles or neither shill be rep-
resented In the arbitration tribunal. And
it adds that the absurdity of an arbitration
measure which gives one =lda to a contro-
versy full representation on the Loard and
the other none at all, is teo apparent for
Serious argument.

As the Post has on several occasions
clearly shown; there can be nn such thing
#% compulsory arbitration. It would be as
sensible 1o talk of a compulsory voluntecr
effort, or of forcing u man to act of his
own volition. Any plan for the adjustment
of disputes by arbltration which does not
proceed upon a clear recognitign of this
fundumental fact will be worse than a
failure. An act of congress based on the
preposterous absurdity of a so-called ar-
bitration without the agreement of both
parties would bLe set aside by the courtg,
and every lawyer, and nearly every in-
telligent  eitizen, would know that the
courts were doing their duty.

Another arbitration bill is ponding—this
one in the houss of representatives—of a
very different character from that one
which our Kuansas City contemporary cau-
terizes, It I8 stated that it meets the ap-
proval of the rallway labor orgunizutions
and Lthat the companies do not object 1o it
This measure sturts out with the declura-
tion that all wages pald to railway em-
ployes shall be *‘reasonable and just,'” a
propositlon that will evoke no opposition
from any quarter. Tha bill provides that if
there is a disagreement between a road and
its employes over what are *‘reasonahle
and just" wages or over any olher question
the chairman of the interstate commerce
commission and the commissioner of labor
are to act as medintors und endeaver to
scttle the controversy. But ' if this effort
falls nnd if the parties to the dispute agree,
then i bourd of three arbitrators is to be
named. The railroad and the employes are
eiach to choose one. The two will select
the third member,

Both parttes having decided to arbitrate,
they must next agree (o leave maltters
just a= they ares pending arbitration, and
they must furthér promise to carry out the
award in good falth. It is provided that the
employes must not guit work and the em-
ploying road must not discharge it= em-
ployes during the ensuing three months,
and the question In dispute must not be
brought up again for the next twelve
months, The Chicago Tribune, referring to
this measure, snys:

“If such a law as this were In foree it
could do no harm and might occaslonally
do good by settling In an amicable manner
controversips which might otherwise lond
to raflroad strikes, which do so much harm
nnd cause such general Inconvenience, If
the parties agreed to arbitrate in only one
case out of ten, it would be that much

gulned,
“This bill provides for voluntary. not
compulsory, arbitration. Any  awards

which arbitrators may make could not be
enforeed. But there Is no reason to beljeve
that the decisions of arbitrators would not
be lived up to. The rallroads would not
violate their pledges, nor would the lurge
and conservative organizations of rallway
emploves,

“Congress cannot do better than to pass
this Lill, =0 that there may be an oppor-
tunity to test it and see how it will work."’

A measure that cannot do harm and
holds out & fair promise of doing much
good = certalnly deserving of a trial.

“Freah From the People.”
From the Chirago Inter Ocean.

Congressman Johnson, of Indiana, obh-
served Washington's birthday in the house
of representatives by making a vielent
speech ngainst the annexation of Hawall,
He spoke confldently of the fallure of the
treaty in the =senate, and promised that If
an attempt was made 1o annex the fslands
by joint resolutlon the scheme would he
burled in the house. Ile Intimated that the
seniale might pasa such & resolution, but
the members of the houss, “coming fresh
from the people.” would be against [t

Mr. Johnson doesn't know what he is
talking about, and he doesn't understand
how the people feel, Ta save himself from
other mistakes, he should visit his homa
district and ta'k with the people. He should
read the Republican platform adopted at
8t. Louis. He should read the message on
Hawalian affairs by a Hepublican pres|-
dent. He shonld know the attitude of tha
Reapublican newspapers throughout the
eountry. and in goed time he will probably
understand that ifustead of belng “‘fresh
from the people” he is drifting away from
his party and away from his constituents.

The people have not lost sight of the Ha-
wailan question. Some uactlon must be
taken. The islands will come to the United
States or will go to some other power, Tha
aAamerican people are In favor of the Hau-
wallan islands coming to the United Statea,
They have had the question under consid-
eration for five or six years. They know
what they want, and they will probably
get i, desplte all the efforty that Mr.
Johin=on may make,

Minister Wa on the Hat Qaestion.
Frum the Chlrago Recarnd.

The distinguished Chinese minister at
Washington has been discussing American
customs as compared with thoese of hiz awn
empire, and he 1s hrave enough to hint in
his own gentie way thit possibly even an
Occldental people may  learn msomething
from those of the Orient. When somehody
called attentlon to the barbarous Chinese
endtom of binding the feet of women he
admitted its folly freely and fully, but mild-
Iv remarked that the women of China, ir
they did have deformed feet, did not In-
jure their constitutions by compressing
themselves into sheaths of steel and whale-
hone. This is an old and much-discussed
point. and Mr. Wu's comments have been
anticipated by most of the Oceldental phy-
sirians. But he did not stop with this erit-
lelsm. He has noted with shovked surprise
that the Ameriean woman's hat is often
net only tricked out elaborately with feath-
or=, but heare the stuffod corpses of hirdse,
This custom among a civilized and humuane
people he eannot understand, and he mod-
e=tly SUSRCStS that his owWn country-women
would regard with exeeeding sorrow any
practice which wrought the destruction of
the “songsters and the loveliest birds™ sim-
ply io cater to the desires of human van-
1ny.

Minister Wu's kindly criticism is respect-
fully referred to the miiliners and their
clients. The next time Mr. Wu tackles this
subject it is to e hoped he will enlarge up-
an the lack of artistic taste shown in the
custom of wearing the dead bodles of binds

perched in hopelessly unnatural poses upon
the hats of women. Let the minister add
the suggestion that a hat adorned with
roses is a fur more attractive article than
a hat which locks like a specimen of tax-
{lermy.

—
Saicide and Life Insarance.
From the Chirago Feat.

Lately the federal supreme court ren-
dered an insurance decision which attracted
wide attention, as it dealt, for the first
time, with the important question of sul-
cide ns aTecting the obligation of life in-
surance companles. The court held that
where @ policy ¢ontains no provision re-
gurding sulclde, no Habllity attuclhies in case
the Insured has resorted to self-destruction,
and every cogent reasoning, upon which
we commented nt the time, wus advanced
In fuvor of that position. By way of dlc-
tum the court added that even a distinet
agreement to pay in the event of =ulcide
would not be enforeed by the courts, such
contracts being clearly against public pol-
ey,

In view of thiz explicit declslon, how
strange it §s that the supreme court of
Pennsylvania should hold, as it does In n
decigion Just made, that “where o life In-
surance policy Is silent as 1o suleide, it
will not for such act be avolded ns against
the wife of the insured who Is nominated
henefictary.”™ It clearly follows that where
a policy Is not silent as to sulcide, but
agrees und promises to pay, the obligation
is beyond any doubt whatever in the judg-
ment of the court. These two conclusions
directly contradict the Judgment of the
federal supreme court.

The FPennsylvania court Intimates that
it might have reached a different result
if the policy had been payable to the in-
=ured or his persoral representittive. Since
the policy in the case was for the benefit
of the wife and children of the insured,
his agency was at an end the moment the
policy wus issued, and the beneficiaries
were not bound, according to the court's
rensoning. by any acts of the insvred com-
mitted thercafter “‘unless such acts were
in clear vielation of some express condi-
tion of the palicy.”™ Why "express’ condi-
tion? \Why not also implied condition? The
Pennsylvania court cannot have consldered
the federal court’s point—which s unun-
swerable—that a polley eilent as te suicide
must be presumed to exclude all causcs
of death that are not accldental or due
to the “will of God.” Self-destruction by
the insured (except when insane) cannot
have been contemplated by the compuny
at the time the contract was made, for
insurance 1s based on statistical and sci-
entitic datx excluding the will of either of
the contracting parties. From this point
of view thera s manifestly no validity in
the distinction between policies numing the
wife and children as beneficiarics and pol-
leies numing the personal representative of
the Insured.

Mahan Defends Battleships.

From the Chicago Times-Mlemid.

The hasty critic usually generalizes
from & single instancee. Already thera is
a disposition In some quurters to creale
it prejudice against the construction of
more battleships for the United States
navy in case it shall be shown that the
Mame disaster resulted from an internal
explosion.

This disposition to condemn the modern
bottieship has been manifested to such
a digree that Captain A. T. Mahan, who
is recognized as the foremost American
neval expert, considered it of sufficient
Iimportance to discuss at some length at
the banquet of the Sons of Cincinnat in
Princeeton, N. J., on Washington's birth-
day.

He explained the evolution in the con-
struction of war ships and showed that
the perfect naval fighting machine is yet
in an experimental stage: that all dan-
gers from internal or external sources
have not been ellminated and probably
‘never will be. There are risks that must
necessarfly’  be taken. He sald:

“I think T may say without necessary of-
fecnse that the disposition to condemn the
bittleship offhand as a fighting machine,
whether the assumption be that the
Mgzine perished from Intermal causes or
from external, can proceed only from lg-
nerance of the facts of battleship con-
struction In general and consequent mis-
tiken inferences as to the results of fut-
ur: naval battles,

“Professional men knew before that
such ships had & narrow margin of sta-
biilty. and they knew also that the nar-
row margin, quite sufficient for safety un-
der crdinary ecircumstances, might under
unrusual conditions cause what then hap-
pened.

“Hut that narrow margin of stability
constituted a necessary risk. Ships of
thut character swuy with easler movement
tkun those which are stiffer. They are
therefore better gun platforms: give bet-
ter shooting, and to shoot straight to the
mark 8 an end so primary in a ship of
wir as to justify some risk to attain it

As an Instunce of the margin of sta-
bility In other than naval vessels ha re-
ferred to the sinking of the Elhe within
a few minutes after huving been struck
by @ small frelght steamer, and then
made this comparison between the de-
gree of risks on passenger steamers and
men-of-war in time of peace:

“Censider, however, the number of war
ships that are analogous In character it
not in particular detall to the Maine which
are traversing the ocean and having on
beard coal and powder yvear In and vear
out without aceident, and you will real-
ize ut once how preposterous it is to as-
sume that because the effects of an explo-
=jon are fearful the danger of exploslon ia
Eredt, 1 aussure you, !p&'ﬂkil'lﬂ a8 i seaman
and as a naval officer, that any mun that
creosses the ocenn In A passenger steamer
undertakes in a week greater risk from
collision than any seaman on board
ship of war does from explosion in the
course of a yeur.”

1t would be well for those who condemn
modern battleships and criticise Amen-
can naval construction to have s=oma
facts for guidance before venturing thele
opinlons, They remind one of those
cockatoos of journalism that were shriek-
ing for war before any details of the
Maine explosion were known.

What In American Patriotinm?
From the Chicago News,

During the last eight days the true mean-
ing of American patriotism has been lost
te a Jot of blatant irresponsibles, siloon-
kecpers, Jingoes and viclous forelgners, but
the real representatives of the people and
th® people themselves have never budged un
inch from the right road. Henjamin Hur-
riron of Indiana, former president of the
United States, pointed out the rond on
Weshington's birthday In these words:

“We stand now In the awful shadow of
one of the most trugic events that has ever
hapipened In our history, and yer we stamd
with the poise, with the self-possession of
a pecple who understand their might and
cay ablde the developments of time, We
are not a hysterical people, We cun wall,
and we will know our duty when it shall
be reveuled., We can understund thuat in a
time like this there are grave responsibil-
ftlez devolving upon the president of the
“nited States—single responsibilities that he
may not divide with any man. Let us stand
about him, strengthening him In the calm
assurance that this great country desires
only what Is right and can walt until the
facts are known before it issues fts proclu-
mation.'”

Ancther man who may be depended upon
to know what he is doing and saying during
every congclous moment is Cushman K.
Davis, United States senator from Minne-
sota, dJdistingulshed scholar, learned jurist
and noted as the most brilliant man in the
Northwest. As chairman of the forelgn re-
Intions committea of the senute he never
strays from the right road. In an address
at Detroit on Tuesday he said:

“Let us take the advice of Captain Sigsbee
and suspend judgment on the Maing disas-
ter. If then our durk forebodings are justj-
fied, he a=ssured President MceKinley and the
Urnited States government will not be found
warnting in any act which that dreadrul
circumatance shall render necessary, Does
anvhody suppose that McKinley, the ex-
soldier. that our John Sherman, your own
Generyl Aiger, John D, Long and the United
States senate and house lightly feel or
slightingly put uside these greal questions?
It's mighty easy for one not having these
responsibilities 1o urge ‘dolng  something
right away:" but Impose these responsibili-
ties npon those who thus complain and they
wonld npprove the present course of the
president of the United States.”

Messrs. Harrison and Davis do not agree

with Senator Mason, hutl they have no ree- I
son to apologlze on that account, The
American people do not look to AMason for
guldance. He cannot even guide himself.

Commercial Growth.
From the Chicago Inter Ocean.

Recent ovents have drawn attention 1o
the commercial growth of the greal mi-
tions of the world during the last half cen-
tury, from which have resulted some in-
structive tabulatlons. A French economist,
Al Jules Roche, has presented the follow-
ing to expose the contrast Lbetween France
and Germany.

The values of the combined exports of

the ten lepding commercial  nntions  of
the world of the periods poted were us
follows:
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This table shows thut the export trade
of the world has inereased in forty-six
years almost exactly four times In ag-

Eregiate  value.  in aggregate volume it
has no doub! inereased much more, sintoe,
although

the prices of exported agricul-
tural products were about the same in
1IN0 us in 18,  those of manufactured
products, especially  those  composed of
Iron  and steel, were much less in  INS
than in 1IN and  thelr volume muny
times greater.
Of thesa great exporting natlons the
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It will be meen that the United States,
after falling to the fourth place in 1563,
huaa risen aguin to the third; France has
fallen from tha second to the fourth
place. whilo Germuny hns risen from the
fourth to the second place. But these
tables reveal something more of the mar-
velous economic histary af the period they
include than the mere statement of the
comparative exportations,

As we have seen, the exportations of
the worlid have increased during that per-
lod almost exactly fourfold. Two of the
four greatest cxporting nations have In-
creased thelr external commerce more thuan
fourfold, while two have fallen below the
averuge tate of Increase, Germany has
increasged her export trade since 150 seven
and a half times, the Unlted States live
and a half times, England three and a
third times, only, and France hardly threa
times.

A New Jang Antidote.
From the Indianapolis Journal,

A California doctor hus invented a system
that hie calls “equisine inoculation,’” which
he asserts will destroy the hereditary alco-
holle taint in children. A plague containing
serum from a properly alcoholized horse is
bound upen a scarified place on the child's
arm and kept there several days, during
which time it i= supp d that gh se-
rum is absobed Into the system to destroy
any latent aleoholle tendency—on the prin-
ciple, presumably, that llke cures like. The
non-scientlfic person reading of these thinga
may or may not have opinions as to the
efficacy of such treatment, but the wonder
must arise as to what will eventually bes
the character of tha blood of the person
who has had all the serums injected Into
him that have yet been Invented, to suy
nothing of the others that are yet to be de-
veloped. It seems likely that the up-to-
date person of the twentieth century will
omit none of these sclemtific precautions
and will thus have immunity from all the
standard diseases; but will all the anti-
alcoholic and anti-tuberculosis and anti-

smalipox and yellow fever germs and all
the rest live In harmony together? 1f they
should see fit to wage war on each other,
wlill not the last conditlon of the one who
harbors them be worse than the first?

Pushing Along & Good Thing.
From the Chlcago Foxt.

William Crowdy, of Kansas, a John the
Baptist In chrome, muakes the brief an-
nouncement that-he has had special In-
structions from Providence to go on to
Washington to convert Colonel Ingersoll,
We do not know that he will find the col-
unel in Washington, but that i= of minor
importance, ns fn any event he will not
full to encounter plenty of likely material
for a hard-working evangelist. It Is our
impression that Colonel Ingersoll 1 ba

s—

ALONG THE NOISY CITY WAYS

Alnaz the noisy eity wam
And in this rattling rity car,

Om this the dreariest of days,
Perplexed with business fret and jar,

When suddeniy a youag, sweet face
Looked sm my petulance snd pain

Aml lent It something of (ts gracs
And charmed {2 ints peace sgain

The day wax just as hieak without,
My neighbors just an cobd within
Arnd trath was just as fall of dogbs
The world was just as full of sin

Nut In the light of 1that young smile
Tha worll grew pare, the heart grvw ®aim,
And sunstitne gleamed & Trtle while

Acioen the darkness of the storm.

I 4 nt rare (0 seek hor names,
§ anty said, “Ged bless thy life,

Thy sweet young grace be stifl the samn
Ur happy mald, or Rappy wife'"

—Phillips Brooks

THE LARGER PRAYER.
Ar B | prayed for Lights
Could 1 kug woe the way
How glally, sxiftly woult | walk
To everlasting day?

And next [ prayed for Strength:
That 1 might tread the road

With flrm unfaltering foet, and wia
The leavvn's serene abode,

And then | asked for Falth:
Could 1 but trust my Ged,
' live enfoliled in His peace,

Though foes were all abmmad,

But aow | pray for Love:
Desp Inve ta God and man,

A living Iove that will mot fal,
Howsver dark his plan.

And Light and Sirenzth and ¥aith
Are opening everywhere®
Cod only waited for me il
I prayed the larges prayer.
—Ednah Dow Cheney.

RESPONSE,

No one is 5o acvursed by fate,
XNo cne so utterly desolate,
Bat some Leart, though unknown,
Respunds unto his own.
—Honry W. Longieilow

OF CURRENT INTEREST.

It is a long time since the late Matthew
Arnoid poipted out that the Bible was not
studied epnough as lternture, that persons
were made so famillar with the Old and
New Testuments in thelr youth that they
do not have the proper inclination to tum
to them in after life. Here. of course, ha
referred to the ordinary reader. A curious
experiment, the Sun siys, 1S making by &
big firm of publishers at present. Tho
varioua books of the Bible are being
brought out separateiy. They are treated
like any other classic. For Instsnce, on#
of the Gospels is divided off Into varions
section=. headed like this, “An Essay.” “A
Maxim,” and so on. The old division into
chapters and verses has been abandoned.
In certain ways the innovation is a pleas-
ing one. The “Book of Job,” for instancr,
has always had a largely literary Interest.
It is grateful to one to read it like any
dramatic poem. It is curious that the ex-
periment has not met with any serious
attacks from the pulpit. Ona resuit of It
is that one can have one's faverite books
like *“Ecclesiastes’” and “Job™ in the shelf
by themselves.

Talking of the obligation upon the Ameri-
can to know something about the nation™s
patriotlc songs, a story Lilllan Russell tells
will be in place. Misa Russell had been
asked to assist In the opening ceremonies
of Carnegie Music hall in Plttaburg, and
when she went to the rehearsal it struck
her that it was somewhat odd that “The
Star Spangled Banner'” was not Included
In the programme. She suggested that it
should be put in at once. *“All right," aaid
the master of ceremonles, “but who knows
the words right now, so that we may go
over them with the organ?” Miss Russell
confessed she did not know & lne—so did
every singer there. It remalned for a Ger-
man painter who was putting the finish-
ing touches to the frescoes on the ceiling
to call down that he knew “The Star
Spangled Banoner." “Give us them!™ tha
singers cried. And he did—but in German!

The Young Men's Christlan Assoclation
of Pennsyivania has found a danger which
menaces the morals of youths in the char-
acter of many of the [llustrations in the
advertisements In the backs of magazines.
The associntion thinka there is a growing
tendency among advertisers to introduce
questionable illustrations and In view of
this suspicion it has resolved to petition
the Intcroational committee to take up tha
matter and secure the co-operation of the
a=ssociation throughout North America that
powerful nfluence may be exerted to have

converted, and If the Almighty has decreed
that our Ethiopian friend is the proper in-
strument of grace, we stand ready to appeal
to the railreads for transportation and
other facilities in furtherance of so excel-
lent an object. But we warn Brother
Crowdy that the colonel is the toughest
proposition he has ever struck, and unless
he can secure the active co-operation of
Providence in the way of a great blinding
light or other meteorological phenomena he
hus very smull show of success,

Slandering the H, B, R,
From thes New York Sun,

The 8t. Louis Globe-Democrat affects to
belleve that “sixteen to one as the Demo-
eriitle warery s not as vociferous as it was.
Symptoms of weakening ure developing.'
This is deliberate ill speaking of the most
august of silver divinities and dogmas. Six-
teen to one is no mere wWarery, no changei-
bie motto of & moment. It is understood 1o
be the last and most sacred utterunce of
silver wisdom, It s bevond mathematics.
It 15 the easencea and pemmican of finance,
There Is no other {rumpet at the sound of
which the walls of the tempies of the mon-
ey changers will con=ent to fall by request
and just to oblige, There Is no other silver
sesame and password wherewith 1o open
the caves of the robber barons of monopu-
I¥. To any reverent mind it is almost as
wicked to say anything unpleasant about 16
to 1 as to =ay anything flippant about the
initiutive and referendum.

Stapldest of Them AlL

From the New York FPresa

The stupldest animals on the North Amer-
fean continent are the free stiver and Dem-
ocratie conspirators against the United
States government. They are howling abuse
on President McRinley for not forclog us
to war with S»ain because of “politics.
when it should be plain to every mind that
it “‘politics™ had anything to Jdo with the
case u war polivy would absolutely insure
an administration victory in the congress
elections of next November. If thls coun-
try went to war the American people would
support the administration to the very enu.
A haby knows that. Why not a fool, then?

Whenever there i< cause for war we shall
have war. We do not pretend to say that
there will not be war. But the man who
accu=ex the administration of fearing wur
because of “politics’’ cannot sre far enough
to sight a rifle at a Spaninrd who stands
on the end of his shadow.

it Is Here Now.

From the New York Sun.
Who kuows but there will grow up a lis-
tory and & Hierature in our couniry that
will corresporud 1o the energy now bestowsd
on controlling the great physical forces of
the world?—S8alt Lake Tribune.
It i= too late to axk that question.

aof his war angainst the Curse of Golidl. Tha
postic part of the energetic literature has
been prepared by the Hon. Grube Sinken-
zooper, the Sllver Singer of the O ke,
This passage from his “Ode to William J.
Bryan' (187} shows the energy of his
atyle:

“Yh, geveer with the aliver spout

That hurna mancpoly's foul raut,

Farthquake whoee catarlysmal «logt

Dirfves M 's goiden ! oul.

Our bright, right, white Bill Bryan ™"

Thera is lterary energy enough. Strange

that it is unknown to Utah,

The +
snergetic history has béen written in Mr. |
Bryan's volume of Incidents and anccdotes |

publishers of magazines correct this feat-
ure.

It i= perhaps not generally known that
the defense of Pekin ls stlll largely in-
trusted 1o men armed only with bows and
arrows. A recent imperial decree solemnly
directs that those who “succesd In hitting
the target with their arrows on horseback
five times be given' swh and such re-
wards, while those who manage to hit tha
matk four times on foot and once on horse-
back and four times on foot only shall ba
proportionately recompensed. The decrea
concludes with a list of the presidents and
tallyists appointed for archery competitions
which are still to take place.

A colored deacon, of whom Frank Stan-
ton tells, was brought before a church
committes on & charge of having “played
the lottery.”

IIuw admitted his gullt and was azked Lo
make n stantement, !f there were any ex-
tenuating clrcumstances, as the brethren
didn't wish to be hard on him. Whereupon
he informed them that he was merely try-
ing to get enough money to paint the
church,

Then he was asked to retire, but pres-
ently returned to hear the verdict, which
was: “Gullty In a good cause.™

The announcement is made that arranges
ments have been completed for “The Jerus-
alem Proclamation.” On the first Christ-
mas morning of the new century the
“lorla in Excelsis™ will be rung on the
chimes of the Church of the Holy Sepul-
chre In Jerusalem, and at the same mo-
ment belle in the principal churches In ail
the capltals of Christendom, telegraphically
connected, are to peal out the long-cher-
Ished prociamatlon of “Glory to God in the
Highe=t; Peace on Euarth, to Men Good
Wi

The Republican governor of Wisconsin
has appointed to the judicial bench of that
state Judge Silverthorn, who was the nom-
inee of the free sliver Democrats for the
governorship in the last campaign. Thers
were a*number of party politicians who op-
posed his appointment on purely political
grounds, but Governor Scoflield wonld nut
listen to any surh objections  Judge Sii-
verthorn wns Indorsed for the offfce by &
large portion of the bar of the state and
wax everywhers considersd as eminently
gualificd for the position.

Right in front of the entrance (o the
Hffien of Secrctary Long in the navy de-
partment there is a model of the battieship
Maine =ix feet in length, inclosed In W
giass case. It I8 a perfect likeness of the
vesspl us she appeared when she went into
commission, and her minlature (lag is now
displayed at half-mast.

Some time ago one of President Kruger's
voung relatives applled to him for an of-
fice. 1 am sorry, but T can do nothing.™
wns the grim reply of the president. “Tha
high office= of the state are in good hands,
and for little clerkships you are too sty
pld.”

“Ouida’ has sent money to a London boy
who dixobeved the arder for the muozzling
of dogs, and has writt<n him a letter, com-
mending his Kindness to animal=, and star-
ing that she considers the order a disgrace

to England.




